DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 213 191 i o , EC 141 142
AUTHOR Stephens, Peggy, Ed.;,Bright, Ethel, Ed.

TITLE Your Child's Education. .

INSTITUTION Kentucky ftate Dept. of Education, Frankfort. Bureau

SPONS AGENCY

of Education for Exceptional Children.; Mid-~South
Regional Resource Center, Lexington, Ky.
Office of Specjial Education and Rehabjlitative
Services (ED){}Washington, D.C.

PUB DATE Sep 80
. CONTRACT 300-77-0476; 300-80-0722 ' ~
NOTE 41p. :
EDRS PRICE MF01/PC02 Plus Postage. "

DESCRIPTORS *Compliance (Legal); Confidentiality; *Disabilities;

' ' Elementary Secondary Education; Federal Legislation;
*Individualized Education Programs; *Parent Role:
) Parent School Relationship; State Legislation
IDENTIFIERS *Kentucky; Parent Materials .
ABSTRACT

- The booklet is intended to familiarize parents of

handicapped children in Kentucky with state and federal law regarding
the education of handicapped students. Implications'of the laws for
types of services and age ranges to be served are discussed. Parents'
role in the individualized education program (IEP) process is traced
from’referral, evaluation, program planning, and implementation and
review. The hearing and. appeal process is described, as are parental
rights regarding confidentiality of records. Provisions for lodging

complaints with the State Department of Education are described.

(cu)

3

N
< '

LR R R Y Y Y Y Y R IlIITIIITIL

* Reproductions éﬁpplied by EDRS aré the best that can be made *
* k‘ from the original document. > S

********************************k**f*******************************t***




- -

‘ - U.5. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION .
' NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION

: EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION
CENTER (ERIC) .

#7 Ths document has been reproduced as
‘ . g recerved from the person of organzation

onginating . .
T3 Minor changes have been made to improve .

N reproducton quality

, o Ponts of view or opinions stated i this docu-
ment do not necessarily tepresent offical NIE .
position of poiicy 3

\ YOUR -
| CHILD’S
EDUCATION

4 “PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS -
MAIE‘BIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY

454 @M

gV .

k

\ TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION GENTER (ERIC)." . '

-

. rs

W

AN
'\') .

Q -~ . .
MC : "‘: L ! ‘ . . '

B A v 7o Provided (D

-
s

=




Page
Introduction . . . . . . . . L L .o e e e e e e e 1
Federal & State Law . . . . . . . . . e e e e e e e e e e e 2
IEP Process . . . . . . . . e e e e e e 5
Hearing and Appeal Process . . . . . . . « « ¢« = o v o . 15 7
School Records . . . . « « v v v v v v v e e .o 19
State Department of Education Services . . . . . .« . . . .. 22
Summary IR S 23
Appendix A: IEP Process Checklist . . . . . . . . . . . ... 25
Abpendix B: Hearing & Appeal Process Checklist . . . . . .. 3

Appendix B: Glossary of Terms You Should Know . . . . . . . . 33

B 10 -3 39

Materials for Parents . . . . « & « v v v v v e e e e e e 40




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Bureau of Education for Exceptional Children acknowledges the
support and contribution of the members of the State Advisory Panel
for Exceptional Children. ~Many people acted as field-reviewers of
this material. -They are: . .

Jennifer Brown i .- Mary C. Miller "
Greta M. Cary ' . Marilyn -Neel

Ron Cuttefﬂ‘~"";‘ i Mary Lou Strait
Martha B. Davidson . « Mary fgy étrenecky
"Gayla Keown . -, ;? Ju]ian;e'H. Tyner
Rita McMahon " Pear1 Vaughn
Veneda Martin Ron Ward

Karen L. Middendorf &= Pat Wentzel

Duane Miller

* In addition, a special thank you to the staff of Ehe Child Service

Demonstration Center (CSDC) project for their resources and consul-
tation. Portions of this booklet were based on adaptation of CSDC
Training Materials.

Technical® Editors: Garry Lamb and Phil Nacke
Ce-Editors: Peggy Stephens and Eth81 Bright

IMlustrator: Donna May |
This document was funded by Kentucky Department of Education Funds
and by the Mid-South Regional Resource Center under Contracts
0EC-300-80-0722 and OEC-300-77-0476 by the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion, Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services; how-
ever, no formal endorsement of the content of this document shou?d
be inferred on the part of DOE/OSERS.

Bureau of Education for Exceptional Children
Department of Education

Frankfort, Kentucky

September, 1980

~”




& INTRODUCTION &

s

This is_a booklet about how parents of children with special
needs can work with schools in seeing that exceptional (handi-
capped) children get an education which meets their needs.
Services required by law are important for parents to know.
However, no law will automatically give appropriate services. =
It is still going to take hard work and cooperation between
parents afid schools to make sure that exceptional children get
the education they need. Parents have a responsibility te work
with schools. They must know how to use opportunities given

to them and their children. The purpose of this booklet is to

. help parents do this.
" This is what you wﬂ]’iqd in this booklet:
b

1. Information &bout federal and state laws on the
education of exceptional children and parents'
rights guaranteed in the laws.

2. A description of the steps used by you and the
school in planning and reviewing Individualized
Education Programs (the special program developed
for your child), Checklists are included at the
end of the booklet which you can use in working
with the school.

3. Meanings of words and phrases about special education,

¢ s
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& FEDERAL & STATE LAW &

‘ Some very important laws have been passed by the state and
Ve fedéral governments. 'These laws strengthen the rights of )
exceptional-children--and their parents. The following mater-
ga] outlines the major areas covered by Section 504, P.L.
4-142 and the state requlations that apply to the.educa-
tion of eX®eptional children. “The two federal laws are:

Public Law 94-142, The Education for A1l Handicapped

. Children Act of 1975. .. ’
Section 504 of Public Law 93-112, The Rehabilitation :
Act of 1973. n

(Congress refers to its laws as Public Laws. This is
abbreviated as P.L. in this booklet.) .

The regulations of Section 584 of the Rehabilitation Act went

into effect in April of 1977%and deal with the rights of 411 C 2
- handicapped people. The regulations guarantee equal oppor-

tunities for handicapped persons in community life. In edu-

cation this means: . - e

> ATl handicapped children must be provided with
publicly-supported schooling;

> Schools (including colleges, universities and
vocational schog]s) must be accessible to all;

+ ™= And education must meet individual needs.

Section 504 forbids any agency or organization that gets fed-
eral funds from discriminating against handicapped individuals
of all ages. ' .
\
The regulations.of P.L. 94-142, The Education of A1l Handi-
capped Children Act, are”“comprehensive. It is the purpose
of this Act and state laws and regulations to make sure that ]
all exceptional children have available to them a free L
appropriate publtc education.

i,
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The term “Free Appropriate Public Education" refers fo special
education and related services, ) .

+

In the law, special education is "sbecia11y designed instruction,
at no cost to parents or guardians, to meet the unique needs of
a handicapped child" (P.L. 94-142, 121a.14)." Thig includes:

5 : R ,

classroom instruction -
insfrugt%on:ih-physica] edu¢ation .
.Home instruction and
instruction in hospitals and residential facilities
It is important that you understand what services P.L. 94-142 deals
with, It is concerned only with special education and related
services. It does not deal with all parts of a child's education--

Jjust those that must be specially designed. The_thing that makes
special education spetial is that it meets~the unique needs of a

handicappgd child. Where your child can benefit from regular -

education,- the law supports the goals of regular education and does
not cover these services, For -example, a handicapped child may be
able to'do okay in regular education for some things, But when
specially designed instruction is needed, this instruction is to be
provided in keeping with P,L, 94-142 and state requirements.

In the law, "related servi&es" are the additional things that the «
child may need\so that he or she can benefit from special education.
Related services arex

L ]

transportafion . recreation
‘Speech therapy . medical evaluations

- audio]ogy . school health services
psychological services social work services
. in schools
edrly identification and s =T
assessment . parent counseling and -=gEss

- training T

physical and occupational )
therapy ) p
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Age Range for Services

P.L, 94-142 requires services for all excéptiona] children

according to certain ages,
must be made ayailable to all except

through 17,

- .

P.L. 94-142 says that states should go:by their awn Taws for

the age group of 3 through 5 and 18 through 21, In Kentucky,
the requirements for services for all exceptional children are:

Ages

6 through
15 years

5, 16 and ~
#7 years

18 through
20 years

3, 4, and
21 years

Provisiefis ,

Compulsory attehdance for all
children including exceptional
children, ’

Services must be made
savailable,

Services may be made avatlable,
This is an option for the
school district except under
specific conditiops.

Services may be made available,
This is an option. for the
schodl district except under
specific conditions,

A free agpropriate public education
onal children ages 6

State, Federal,

Local

State, Federal,

Local

State, Federal,

Local 7

Federa] and
Local

Therefore, all children ages 5 (by October ist of a given
school year) through 17 must have services availkble to them,
This incwdes children who art of compulsory school age (6

years up to the 16th birthday).

It also includes children

ages 5 (by October 1st of a given‘school year), 16 and 17
“for whom services must be made available if they are requested
by the child andfor the child's family. '

In addition, Kentucky fui]y supports working toward the goal
of providing full educational opportunity to all exceptional
children from birﬁh through age twenty-one,

I
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State and federal requirements list specifig steps to insure the
N . rights of you and your child. These include making sure that y
L have a chance to take pa¥t in the major decisions to be made
your child's education, You will want to Know how these steps arg
carried out by the schoo] so that you can be fully involved in your
child’s educat1on;’
These steps are part of a process which is based on providing
. , senvices to exceptional ¢hildren through Individual Education
. N . Programs (IEPs). An IEP is a p]an which is written especially .
. for your child. You are'a1ways given a chance to work with the
school “in plannipg and reviewing this ptan. A committee known as -
an Admissions and Release Committee plans and, reviews this plan.
You are a member of this committees This is because P.L. 94-142 ,
requires that the program.for each child be deve]op%d by a group of
peéple, not just one person., The Admissions and Release Committee’
includes people from the school district, you, and your child, if
appropriate, and other people you or the school want included.

The main steps in carrying 9ut7thi§ process inc]ude:

(1) identifying or referring your ch11d as maybe
needing spec1a1 education; o

(2) evatuating your child to find out if he or she
needs special services;

EEEE%% (3) planning an IEP fer your child; and

~ (4) providing the special education and related services

to your child that are listed on the IEP, :reviewing your

' child's IEP and the services being prov1ded to your child;
and making changes needed to meet your c¢hild's needs.

A11 of these steps are carried out 1n a way that is fair to you,
your child, and the schooT, Fach step must be dohe in order. Step
one must be done, before Step two can begin and SO on., ,
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Throughout this process, the school will keep you informed. They
will do this by giving you written notice any time they plan to
identify, evaluate or p]ace‘your child because 'o'} your child's
handicap or suspected handicap. If the school wants to cthange any *
of these things or if you ask for something to be done and the

school says no ‘to your request, you will also Be notified in wr1t1ng.

You may det this notice through the mail or while you are_
meeting with the schoo]

NN

This notice will te]l what the school is wanting to“do,the

reasons why the school wahts to do someth1nq or. why "the school
says no to your request. - It will also give youy any other ~
information which is important; Thé. notice will include a full
explanation of your rights,’ It will tell you actjons (if any)
the: school thought about but decided against-because the

school felt that these were not best for ybur child, It will
tell you about any information such as ,tests and reports

which the school-used to make its decisich, ~

It's very important that you understand what the. school is
saying in this notice, If necessary, the school will talk
with you or provide an interpreter .to make sure that you
understand this notice. . Some notices may ask for your written
permission to do things. You will receive these when the school
wants to evaluate your child before a decision can be madeé
about placing your .child in‘a special education program for the
first time. They will also ask for your written permission
before they put your child in special education for the first
time. More information about the times the schoo] will notify
y0u is in the following pages.

-~

In carry1ng out these steps, you and the 'school may disagree

about the education, of your child. Hopefu]]y, such disagree-
ments can be taken care of through informal means. However,

if disagreements cannot be solved,-both you and the school

~ have the right to ask for an Impart1a1 Due Process Hearing

to settle the disagreement.: This hearipg and other similar |
rights are described later in this booklet. ~ ’
( -
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Checklists are included at the end of this booklet to help

you take part in your child's education as you and your school
move through these steps. These are the IEP Process Checklist -
in Appendix A (page 25) and the Hear1ng and Appeal Checklist

- in Append1x B (page 31).
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‘ Step 1:. Referral
- , Step one is referral, - Hene, someone involved with §our ch11d~-such
' as you, a teacher, or a counselor~-~prepares a'written statement,

about your child te11ling why your child might need special educat1od\
‘and related serv1ces You have important rights here.

-

If your child is in school and you want to make a referra] you
should contact your child's principal. If your child is' not in
school, you should contact your. schoo] district superintendent or ~ . -
spec1a1 education supervisor. X

O If the school starts the process, the school will tell.you in

¢ . writing fgive you notice) that your child was referred by someone,
This is to let you know that the school is thinking about special
services for your child and the reasons for this referral.. They

.will tell you about any tests they are’ th1nk1ng about giving your
child.  The schoo! will ask for your permission if they want to
evaluate your child for the 'first time. Lo

. P .
So at the beginning, the school will: - - - N

contact you 1%§wr1t1ng,

c . let you know what they plan to do and why,. “
) . give you a full exp]anat1on of your r1ghts, and
°. ) \
ask you to give written permission to evaluate
your child if this is the first time your child -« .

¢ - .has been referred for special education §ervice§ ‘
g Your responsibilities are to make sure you understand what they are
. suggesting and that you carefully. decide”about whether you want

" your ¢hild eva]uated It is your 1gh to say yes or no

You may change‘your mind at any time. If you do'not give permission,

) : your child's basic right to go t6 school will not be affected by
your refusal, If. the school disagrees with you, the school has a
right to.ask for an Impartial Due.Process Hearing to show why -they
feel your child shog]d be evaluated, ,

. )
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fsmpz Evaluation = : -

You and the school have agrieed to eva]d\te or test your child to

see if he or_she may need special services, The school will. do

this evaluation or have it done. A team of people will be choseny

. to eva]uate your child's needs and abilities. They will use .

different m&thods such as testing, observing your child's behavior,

looking at your child's school work, looking at school records,

and talking to you or the teacher. A1l of these steps are set up <
-to be certain that this evaluation if fair. .

/ ‘ The law says that:

. The eva]uat1on must be done by a team or group of
o people who are trained in different special areas.
- This is called a "muTt1d1sc1p11nary" evaluation,
. At'least one of those peop]e must have spec1a1 )
~training in the type of hand1cap -your child 1s
suspected to have ,

ng/geople who evaluate your eh11d must be
qualified. They must use valid tests and give
them according to the instructions,

Several different tests are supposed_ to be used,
not just one intelligence (IQ) test.

) . Any tests used must be given in the language your
/ child uses and in a way that the child can best
- answer. This procedure is called "non-discriminatory
. tedting," :
Y
In short, the law requires that the eva]uat1on be doné so that it
-'g1ves a fa1r p1cture of your child. X o

Although the law requires a fair evaluation, it does ‘not say what

"must be found in the -evaluatien to determine if the child is P
handicapped and needs spec1a1 services. Kentucky has developed .
regulations to be used in making these decisions. A1l local districts
follow these state requirements as well as other federal and state
requirements for a fair evaluat1on

4
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remedial actions (ways your child can be helped), &

4 ) -

When this information is ready, the school will ask you to talk ‘

with them about the results of:the evaluation. This meeting ‘

is called an Admissions and Release Committee Meeting. One )

of the ways™ you can be ready for this meeting is to go over __

your child's school records beforehand.  There are rules about [

your child's records. A complete description of these rulesi .

is in this booklet on page 19. , . ' ’

The results of the evaluation will be discussed at the meeting,
The people at the meeting are the committee responsible for

your child's program. YOU ARE ALWAYS A MEMBER OF THIS COMMITTEE,
The committee will 1isten to all* reports including information
that you think is important.

The committee will decide if your child needs special ‘services. .
If so, the comittee then talks about a program for your child
to meet his or her special needs. If the committee decides °
that your child does not need special education and related
services--that is, your child is not eligible~~you will receive
a written explanation of this decision and suggestions for

and to question them if yoﬁ do not agree. You also the-

During the evaluation step you .ve ‘the righ{: to hear%he results
responsibility to go through your child's records and Check on

the results to be sure the information about your child is’correct

and fair, If you cannot come to the meeting, you can talk over ‘
the phone or have another conference. The school will ‘do its

best to let you take-part in all decisions about your child.
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There may be a time when you do not aﬁ;il with an evaluation
provided by the school--that is, you don't think they gave the
right tests or reached the right conclusions. If this happens,
you may have an independent educational eyaluation. An
"independent evaluation" means that your child will be tested
by a trained and qualified person. This persoj will not be an

employee of the school your child attends. \

If you do-not agree with the school's evaluation, You can write

-to-the local school district superintendent before getting the

independent evaluation and ask that the evaluation be at public
expense. The school then has two choices. If it agrees with

.your request, it will see that the independent evaluation is

at no cost to you. It must also make sure that the evaluation
is done in a way that follows the same rules that the school
follows when it does evaluations. If you ask, it will help
arrange for this evaluation. It is for these reasons that you
must write to the_school and tell them beforehand if you want
the school to see that the independent evaluation you want

is at no cost to you. T :

=

If the school disagrees wj%h your request for an independent
evaluation, it will ask for an Impartial Due Process Hearing

to show why its evaluation is right...in other words, why a
“second opinion" is not needed, If the Hearing officer .decides
that -the school's evaluation is-appropriate (a good one) you
still have the right to get another gvaluation, but not at
public expense. If.you ask, the-school will tell you where you
can get an independent evaluation., If you get an independent

. evaluation} it will be considered by the school in any decisions

made about your child's education. It can be presented as

- evidence in an impartial due process hearing, If an impartial*

due process hearing is called on this or any other matter
about your>child's education and an indepgendent evaluation
is requested by the hearing officer, the evaluation will be
at public expense, N

14




7

ax

o€ Step 3: Pro\gram gPlanning

No later than 30 days after the committee has decided that
your child 1s handicapped and needs special services, the -
committee, with you as a member, develops a written Indivi-
dualized Education Program (IEP) for your child, Usually the
Admissions and Release Committee will review the evaluation
material and develop the IEP at one meeting. -Sometimes it
may be necessary to have more than one meeting, ;
The term “Ind1v1dua11zed Educatfon Program" means some very
important things for you as parents.

The IEP is a written program. It tells about what services
your child 1s supposed to get before they start. The school
checks regularly fo see that these services happen. You
*should also check it regu]ar]y.

The IEP covers the parts of your child's education that require'

specjal education and related services. It covers just those
: parts that must be spec1a11y designed to meet your child's
special needs.

The IEP is individualized for your chitd, It tells abput your
child's needs. It includes the services that will be given to
meet those needs. It does not necessarily mean that your child
will receive one-to-one instruction. It does mean that the
instruction will focus on your child's special needs.

P.L. 94-142 says what the written plan must have. The IEP
for your ch11d ‘Will include statements about:

<:> your child's present 1eve1 of educat1ona1
performance (what your ch11d can and cannot
do), ,
R ‘
. <:> goals and objectives for your child for the
year (what your child is’going to be working
on during the com1ng year),

<:> the specific spec1a1 education and related
services to be provided to your child to meet
those goals and objectives (what the school
is going to do to make sure your child gets
what he or she nheeds),

!
Lt
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<:>,when services will start and how long
p they will last,

<:> the extent to which your child will participate
-~ in the regular education program (how much -
" your child will be in school classes and
activities with children who are not handi-
capped),

<:> appropriate ways to check the progress you
child makes on the objectives (how the school
will find out if your child is or is not
doing okay and how this will be measured),

. a schedule for deciding, at least once a year,
whether objectives are being met (when the
school is going to check on your child's
progress),

The-goals indicate what is hoped to be accomplished by providing
special services, ~ The objectives are specific statements for
each goal, The objectives will be used to measure progress
during the year, ) .

After setting educational goals and objectives, the committee
decides what services will best meet your child's needs. Here
the committee will”consider a number of things. It will
carefully review and document all of the evaluation information
on the child. It will also consider all of the possible place-
ment alternatives or choices. That is, it will decide where

and .how to serve your child. This.could.include putting your,-
child in: . ’

(1) a regular education class with additional services such
as a teacher aide, special equipment or materials; part-
time instruction in a special education resource room;

a régular class with a specialist who comes to ‘work with
your child; and so on; '

szﬁtg—;;eciai class taught by a special education teacher
at the schooﬁﬂyour child attends (your chi1d may spend

all o the schodl day in the special class);
(3) a special school which has on]y exceptional children; or

(4) & school program at home or a school- program in a
hospital or residential program,

-
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Your child will get special education and related seryices in
. a setting (placement) based on your child's IEP. The committee
will consider educating your child as much as possible in a place
where your child will be with children who are not handicapped
but where your child will stil1 get.quality services to meet his
or her needs. The right type of placement for a child will
depend on @ particular child's needs. That is why the committee
will look at many placement alternatives before choosing the
one that is best for your child. As a result, some exceptional
children will be placed in a regular education class all of the
day. Other children may need to spend all day with a special.
education teacher, and so on, This consideration is called the
4 "Least Restrictive Environment," It includes both classroom =
.+ .instruction and other school activities, As much as possible
- ; your child will be with children who are not handicapped for
) ’ . meals, recess, trips, sports, and other school activities.
. The Admissions and Release Committee, with you as a member,
will consider all of these conditions in making the placement
decision on the IEP,

k]

The KEY questions in determining the p1aWour child ‘
age: )

e

- : 4 .
WHAT DOES YOUR CHILD NEED?
WHERE AND HOW CAN YOUR CHILD LEARN BEST?

7
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This may mean providing your child with services which the
school already has. If the services your child needs are not
available, the school will make arrangements to see that they
are provided to your child.

After the Admissions and Release Committee has developed the

IEP and made a placement recommendation, the schoQl will provide
you a written notice about the proposed placement. The notice
will tell what they are proposing and why. It will also in-
clude a full explanation of your rights. You may get this
notice at the time of the meeting or it may be sent to you |
through the mail. If the proposal is for your child to get ~
special education for the first time, the school will ask

for your written permission. It is your right to say yes or

no. You may change your mind at any time. If you do not

give your permission, your child's basic right to go to

school will not be affected by your refusal. However, the school
has the right to ask for an impartial due process hearing to
show why the proposed placement is needed so that your child

can get the education he or she needs.

-

Your responsibilities in this step include coming to the

meeting, giving your ideas on goals, objectives and placement ..
(what services your child needs), and asking questions about "1
things you are not sure of. You are responsible for making ‘
decisions that are best for your child. Again, if you cannot

come to the meeting, you can still take part through phone’
callsgand other means.

42
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N = Stép4: Implementation j‘ ' /
and Review

Once the decision about placement is made based on the IEP, services

will begin. A specific person is made responsible for making sure

that each objective is carried out. . Each person will keep records

on how your child is doing during the year. These records are used
yaE during the year as well as at the time of the annual review of the IEP.

These records will shaw that the services were provided and how well

your child did.

If at any time you_or others on the cemmittee are concerned about the

- p1acement you may ask the Adm1ss1ons and Release Committee to do

‘a review. In this case, a meeting will be held to decide if changes
need to be made. An Admissions gpérRe]ease Committee meeting will be .
held at least once a year to review the IEP and placement. A review -
may be held more often if requested by you or the peop]e in the sdh001

who work with your child. At.that t1me the Admissions and Release

Committee may decide to:

(1) continue the placement (keep your child in the same
special program), or

(2) change the placement, or ' .
(3) dec1de that services are no longer needed. -

. ‘ . ~ You are 1nv1ted to attend th1s year]y meeting as well as any other
" meetings.

s
£

In addition, if services are continued, your child will be completely
, re-evaluated at least once every three years. You or the school can ) ’
—p ask for re-evaluation sooner than- that You have the right to attend
’ all review meetings. You may also request more frequent meetings and
+ a re-evaluatipn of your child. You are also respons1b1e for checking -
gur child's progress to see if you: believe the services are helping

hild.
v your -chil .

In the back of this booklet (Appendix A) is an IEP Process Checklist
that you may use as a guide when you are working with your school.
. ' /
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B & HEARING N 5 &

APPE AL PROCES

There may be a time when you and the school don't agree eéven though

all of you tried to come up with a solution together. If this happens,

tell your child's principal, the special education supervisor or the

superintendent about your concern, A review by a school district

level Admissions and Release Committee will be arranged, You or the

school can ask for a hearing when differences can't be worked out

in this review, This héaring is called an "Impartial Due Process

Hearing" because it is held by someone who will listen to both sides

§a1r1y. The cost of this Hearing is paid for by the local school
istrict, .

If you believe you must ask for a hearing to solve a problem, you
may need help, The school district will tell you about free or
lTow-cost legal-or other services in your area if you ask them about
it or if you request a hearing. If you want to requess§a hearing,
you will need to write to: Y
Assistant Superintendent ‘
Bureau of Education for Exceptional ChiTdren
Capital Plaza Tower
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

The Bureau of Education for Exceptional Children will assign a

hearing officer to hold the hearing, This persdn or hearing officer
is not employed by the school or any other agency involved in the |
education or care of your child. Hearing officers do not have any *
personal or professional interest which would make them hold the
hearing unfairly, Hearing officers are chosen and trained by the
State to hold these hearings. Your local school district keeps a . |

List of these hearing officers and their qualifications., You can;?;’
ask to See this 1ist, ‘ B Y "
You and the school have rights in a hearing, These include: . »

»-having a lawyer and people with special knowledge
about the problems of handicapped chiddren come to
the hearing and give advice to you your school,

- . \; ¢

»-being able to give evidence, question and make witnesses
come to the hearing, ’

»-not letting evidence be given at the hearing which you *
or the school did not know about at Teast five days

g before the hearing,

g -
3 o b
‘
A
.
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- me-make sure that the hearing was done the right. way

17 .
X \;
‘5% ,
»getting a written or recorded statement of ez(aot]y
) what was said at the hearing, and
»getting a .copy of the hearing off1cer S wr1tten sumnary o

of facts and the decision. - \

The hearing will be held at a time ana‘pqace conven1en§ for you. You

will be notified ahead of time, You also have the right to bring
your child to\the hearing if you wish. You can have the hearing
open to the public, :

No later than 45 days after the Bureau of Education for Exceptiona]
Children gets a request for a hearing, the hearing off1cer will
make a decision and mail it to you and the school by certified
mail. The hearing officer can make this:a longer time 1f .you or
the school ask for it,

The{decision made in the hearing is final unless you or the- school
appeal the decision. In this case, there can be an impartial
revigw by the Department of Education Exceptional Children Appeals
Board. If you want to ask for an appeal, you will need to send
a written request no later than 14 days_after you get the hearing
officer's dacision. Copies of the appeal must be sent to the
school and to: . + "

Exceptional Children Appeals Board

Kentucky Department of Education

Frankfort, Kentucky 4060F1 =

This three-member Exceptional Children Appeals Board will:

100k at all of the hearing record,

»ask for more evidence,wif necessary. , If the Appeals ) ¥
Board needs to hold a hearing to get more evidence, then
the rights explained before would’ apply,

>g1’ye both you and the school a chance to explain your side,

»make an -independent dec@ N

S

- s
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mail a copy of the ‘decision to you, the school and the
Bureau of Education for Exceptional.Children. 'This will
. be mailed within 30 days of the time that the appeal was
~ requested unless an extension.of this time period is granted
by the Appeals Board.

Hearing officer and Exceptional Children Appeals Board are carried
out, Bureau of Education for Exceptional Children staff will visit
the school district, A report of this visit will be sent to you
and the school. . ‘

In order to make sure that decisions of the Impartial Due Process d/(

The Exceptional Children Appeals Board decision is‘final unless
you or the school are not satisfied with the decision: There is the
possibility of bringing a eivil action suit--that is,.going to
court. ghe intent of P.L. 94-142 is to settle disagreements in the
Admissions and Release Committee if at all possible, Also, the
hearing and appeal process is intended to settie disagreemegts
out of court. P.L. 944142 does not take away your right tgzgo to
court if you or the school think that this is what is needed.

. ]
During the time that all of this is taking place, your child will
stay where he or she is in school unless you and the school agree
otherwise.” If the disagreement is about your child gotng to school
for the first time, then your child, with your permission, will be
placed in a public school program until the disagreement is settled.
If you would 1ike to know more about the hearing and appeals process,
you may find it helpful to réad the Due Process Policy and Procedure
Manual. You can get a copy of this manual by contacting your school

‘ or by writing to the Bureau of Education for Exceptional Children,

Kentucky Department of Education, Capital Plaza Tower,_Frankfort,’
Kentucky 40601. 1, : .

22 .
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. '@ SCHOOL RECORDS & -
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. " An important-source of information for you is your child's §choo]
record. You have rights concerning these records. These rights
are-based an two federal laws. The first law is the Family tducation

- Rights and Privacy Act of 1974. This law applies to therrecords of all
school children including children who are handicapped and those who
are not handicapped. ~ The second law is the Education of A1l Handicapped
Children Act of 1975. This law is also known as Public Law 94-142.

The school will tell you once a-year about your right to see your
child's record. They may do this in a number of ways. They might
publisH an announcement in the local paper. For example, schools in
Kentucky are.always trying to find handicapped,children who are not in
school. At certain times of the year, newspapers all- over the state
‘have notices about what to do to let your school know about handicapped
children. The newspaper will explain whé handicapped children are. It.
will also say that any information about a child will be kept private.
« It will describe the rights of parents and children concerning .school
records. Other ways schools may tell you are:. sending you a letter or ’
other information through the mail, sending information home with your
child, and so on. ’

You have the right to ask for and get a list of the types of school
“ “records kept on. your child. The school will give you information
on where the records are kept, how you can see them and how you can.get
a copy of them. If you would 1ike to see or get a copy of your child's
record, you should ask the local school district. -If you want a copy
of the records, the school may charge a small fee for making the copies
of the_records as long as this fee does not keep you from seeing the
* records. The school will not charge you for getting the records out .
of the files. The school will answer your request to see the records in
no more than 45 days. You can see your child's record at any time .
including before an Admissions and Release Committee meeting and before
an Impartial Due Process Hearing. If there is some reason why you. |
: . .cannot get to the school to see the records, the school will send ygu
a copy if you ask. They will do this if this is the only way that you
, will be able to see the records. It is important that you read your child's
‘ ’ . record and understand the information in it. To help you do this, the '
*school has someone who can explain your child's records to you. You can
/a1so have someone. else look at the records for you.

’ * »
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-The-school has mihy*;ays to make sure that your child's records

are kept private. The school has someone who takes care of

records and makes sure that all rules.for records are fo]]owed.‘

A11 schootl employges who collect or use school records get
training in the rules about school records. The school also
keeps a 1153hof those employees who can use the records.

The school makes sure that parehts see only that information
about their own child. They can assume that you have the legal
right as a parent to seg your child's eecords unless they have

. been told that you do ridbt have this right begause of some legal

action such_as a divorce decree which keeps you from QOing this.

The school will get your written permission before your child's
records are sent out of the school district or before your
child's records are used for any reasons other than providipg
special education and related services. The school can giig)
records to others without your permission if there are people
and agencies that need your child's records to help provide
an’education to your child. An example of this is when you

move to a new school district. The school can send your child's

records to another local school district without your permission. °

If the school sends records to others without your permission,
they will follow written rules about this. These rules will
describe those people and agencies_that they will send informa-
tion to and why these people and abejcies need the information
to help with the educatjon of your child. You can ask to see
these rules. |

&
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The school will tell iyou when theﬁiaon't need your child's .

records anymore. The school will destroy the records if you
ask them to do so. They can keep certain basic information
about your child for as long as they-think it ts needed. This
information is called directory information. Directory infor-
mation includes things such ay: .

Your Child's Name . g
b Address - ‘
Telephone Number
} * Date of Birth (Birthday)
Place of Birth ,
\ Major Field of Study
" Participation in Activities and Sports
Weight and height as a member of an athletic team
Date of School Attendance
Degrees and Awards Received
Names of Schools Recently Attended

Y

There may be a time when you think that something in your child's
record is wrong- or misleading™ If this happens, you can ask the
sthool to change the records. The school has two choices. They can
oy - do this in a reasonable period of time or they can refuse to change
g the records. If the school refuses, they will tell you. They will
' also tell you that you have a right to a hearing on the records.
The hearing is a local school district hearing and should not be
confused with an Impartial Due Process Hearing. If ypu request a
: hearing on your child's record, the school will hold one. The
a K may be held by any school official who would not be affected by t
results of the hearing. If the hearing is decided in your favor,
school will change the records. They will write you and tell
about this change. If the hearing official rules that the regords
are okay; the records,will not have to be changed, but you
add Your own statement to the record explaining y6ur feelings about
the part thatwyou thigk is wrong or misleading. Your statement will
be kept as long as the part you disagree with is kept. If that part -
‘of ;:he record is shown or sent to anyone, your statement will also be
included. )

» . 25
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.special educatioi programs. The complaint proceduyp’ is @"s

- SERVICES

- > STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

v i

This booklet has covered the services that.are provided throﬁ”ﬁ§P L.
94-142 and your rights in taking part in decisions about your"Ch11d
The Kentucky Department of Education, specifically, the Bureau:of
Educatu])n for Exceptional Children has many people and materials
available tq help you and your local school .district.. The> Bureau: of

" Education for Exceptional Childrerm is ready to help.you in any-way

it can to make certa1n your child receives a free appropr1ate public -
education. L . =, ,
.: e, 7, ; "«r{"' -~
ainocediies sot up ‘to. soiwe roblems for 1nd1v1dua1 \
ii-of Education for*Excéptional Ch11dren;aw§p has a

ghout - .
“of < T
steps the State takes-to look into concerns about=how a Tocal schoo1
district or the State-is carrying out the requirements of fedéval
laws or regulations such as P.L. 94-142.

In add1t1on to‘tg
children, the” Bﬁr
set of proceduréﬁg‘tiﬁol1ows to-handle. comp1a1ntS'ztrece1ve_i

LA

If you believe that tﬁe state or'a local school district is not follow-

ing federal laws and ‘regulations you may send a complaint to the Bureau

of Education for Exce ional Children. This complaint must be in

writing. This complai t must have two th1ngs .o

(1) . a statement that the state or local schoo] district has
s violated a.requirement of federal law or regulation |
(such as P.L. 94-142) that applies to the program.

(2) a.statement fhat tells the facts on wh1ch the comp1a1nt
is based 4

Complaints will be 1nvest1gated by the Bureau of Education for Excep—
tional CHildren. The complaint will be resolved no'later than 60
days after the complaint is received unless ther&™are special cir-
cumstances which require an extension of ‘this time period. The state
will report its findings to you in writing. , S

If.you have a'concern about a special education program yrite to:

"Assistant Superintendent - (’
Bureau of Education for Exceptional Children

Capital Plaza Tower .

Frankfort, KY 40601 : ’ . -
502/564-2067 A .

i

L 3"
\L\\‘,/ o
LS




R , ' 23

< ., 'SUMMARY -

[N N . - ’

Th1s booklet has given you much information about how you can work with
the schools. You have a very 1mportant role to play in the educat1on
- of youg child by:

o »working mth the school l '
»understanding your rights and responsibilities.
. _ »attending meetings and talking with the s¢hool )

»watching your child‘s progress

»reading your child's records and keepmg carefu'l records for your-
+self at home '

. >ask,n¥g questions anytime that you need something explained or need
information. .

The school will keep you ‘informed. You can he'lp the school help your
child learn: = , :




APPENDIX A

IEP PROCESS CHECKLIST .
STEP 1: REFERRAL

/-§ The child is .referred as maybe needing special services
- The referral must be in written form '

"« % - The referral may be made by anyone involved with the

® chi]d (parents, teacher, etc ) P )

—’ The parents are notified of the referral

- The notification will be in writing and clear to the parents.

- The notification may also involve a phone call or meeting,

- The parents will receive a written 1ist of their rights in
all procedures,

STEP 2: EVALUATION

=p The chﬂ'd's records are reviewed for any information
aiready available. _

- - The committee chairperson organizes this review.

s=fp The Committee chairperson defides #f more information is needed
so that possible services can be discussed and if so, what infor-

mation =S needed.

- If enough information is already available, a committee
meeting will be held to discuss the evaluation reports. If
more information is needed, continue the following steps

. in the evaluation process.

If more information is needed, the parents are told in writing
(given notice) about the school's plans. Giving notice includes:

providing a full explanation of parents' rights

telling what the school wants to do and why

telling what things the schoo] thought about but dec1ded
against and why

tel1ifg about any tests or reports the school used to make
its decision

any other important information

Y Y YYY
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If the school {s wanting to evaluate the child before maybe
placing the child in special education for the first time
(preplacement evaluation) they wi sk for the parents written
permission, They will not test t hild unless they get the
parents' permisston in writina, If the parents refuse per-
» Mmission there is further discussion and possible review (SEE

HEARING/APPEAL PROCESS - Page 31). Lo

i - : R 3
If the school wants to evaluate the child at any other time .
(other than preplacement evaluation), they will tell the parents
in writing (give notice) but they do not have to get the parents
written permission,

== The evaluation is conducted.

- The evaluation team will be multidisciplinary (have different
professional training). *

- The evaluation will be non-discriminatory (not biased by
race, culture, socio-economic status, or impaired sensory,
manual or speaking skills). .

- The evaluation services will be properly administered by
qualified personnel.

- The evaluation will not cost the parents anything.

wmap A committee meeting is held to discuss the evaluation reports
{with the parents and the rest of the committee),

- The parents are invited to attend. ,

- If the parents cannot attend they can communicate by phone
or other means about the results of the evaluation.

- The parents may take part as much as" they want in the dis-
cussion.

wap The parents decide whether they believe the evaluation répo'rts
., are appropriate (right, good, correct),

If the parents accept the reports, continue the process.

- If.parents do NOT accept the reports, they may have an inde-
pendent evaluation conducted by someone other than the school
(see explanation on page 10 in booklet); then continue the
process. ' o




STEP 3: PROGRAM PLANNING

—} A committee meeting is held to discuss appropriate services

»

J

o

ST
W
It

based on all ava11ab1e information.

~ This meeting may be a continuation of the meet1ng discussing
the evaluation,

- The parents are invited to attend.

-+ If parents cannot attend, they can communicate by phone or
other means about appropr1ate seryices,

r

=

The committee discusses appropr1ate goals and objectives for

the child.

_The evaluation information is used to determine the child's

strengths and weaknesses.
- The parents may add information: they have and may part1c1pate

fully in the discussion,

The cannittee decides whether the child is handicapped and
needs special education and related services,

- If the child is handicapped and needs special services, the
committee will discuss what services would be appropriate.

- If the child does NOT need services, the parents will ‘
receive a written explanation for this decision and what
can be done to help the child, .

=

) - If the parents agree that servmes would NOT
be right, this is the END OF PROCESS.

- If the parents disagree and believe services
would be appropriate, there is further
discussion and possible review (SEE HEARING/
APPEAL PROCESS - Page 31). .

—} Based on the goals and objectives, the committee discusses

what services would be appropriate.

- Consideration is given to how much and what k1nd of services

are needed.
- Priority is given to services that will 1nvo1ve the children

in regular education as much as poss1b1e (Least Restrictive

Env1ronment)
- The Individualized Education Program (IEP) is wr1tten

+ \;hui"‘ ) 30
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IEP must contain; .

the child's present level of performance,
yearly goals for the child with shortnterm objectives,
\ . the specific special education and related services
>~ to meet those goals and objectives,
. the target dates for_starting those services and their
i duration,
. the extent to which the child will participate in the
regular education p?ogram. . \
. appropriate=ways to evaluate progress on the goals and
objectives.
. a schedule for determining, at least once a year,
whether the objectives are being met.

» The parent may request a copy of the IEP.
» A recommendation is made about placing the child in
special education, )

The parents are told in writing (given notice) about the
recommended placement. This is done even when parents attend
? the committee meeting.‘ The notice may be given at the meeting
or sent through the mail. Giving notice includes:
providing a full exp]aaation of parents' rights '
telling what the school wants to do and why
telling what things the school thought about but decided
against and why
telling about &ny tests or reports the school used to
make its decision
any other important information.

Y Y oYYy

If the school (committee recommendation with parents as a
member) is wanting to place your child in special education
. for the first time (initial placement), they will ask for the
= parents’' written permission. They will not place the child in
spe¢ial edication for the first time unless they get the
*parents’ permission in writing (If the parents refuse permission
(say no) there is further discussion and possible review
(SEE HEARING/APPEAL PROCESS - Page 31). If the school wants
to place the child at any other time after that first special
“education placement (for example, change the placement in some
way), they will tell the parents in writing (give notice) but
they do not have to get the paren?““written permisgion.

*
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STEP 4: IMPLEMENTATION
=y The services 1h the Individualized Education Program (IEP) begin.

out each objective.
-The assigned person provides services to meet the objectives
and maintains records of the child's progress,

~The committee ass1gn.€ a'persén(s) to be responsible for carrying

e The services are evaluated by the committee to see whether the
-chi1d 1s meeting the goals and objectives,

~The committee meets at least once a year (described in STEP 3:
PROGRAM PLANNING - Pages 27-28).
-Ti# committee may meet more often than once-a year,
-The parents may request a meeting at any time.

. -The parents are invited to all committee meetings and may

- use review procedures at any point {SEE HEARING/APPEAL
PROCEDURES - Page 31). o

sy The committee decides whether any changes in services are needed.

-1f there are to be no changes in placement, services are
continued based on the IEP.

-If there are any recommended changes in placement, the parents
are notified in writing.

r

== As Jong as services are continued (STEPS 3-4), the child iss
Hhoroughly evaluated again once every 3 years., -

¥

=The school will contact the parents (give written notice)
at this time. This notice will include:

s providing a full explanation of parents’ rights

s telling what the school wants to do and why p

» telling what things the school thought about but decided
_against and why

» telling about any tests or reports the school used to
. make its decision =

s any other important information

~ ~The parent’ or school personnel may request an evaluation'before
/" the 3 years are up, - °

s Services continue until the committee ‘decides they are no
‘Tonger needed.

. .~ ~The decision is made at a committe meeting as described in
! STEP 3: PROGRAM PLANNING - §a§es 27-28.
i ;.‘il‘- '
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APPENDIX B
HEARING. PROCESS CHECKLIST
REVIEW WITHIN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
STEP 1: The parents are concerned about any issue in thé identi-
fication, location, eva]hat1on and/or placement of their
child.
-This concern may be about a committee decision with which
. the, parents disagree (School-Based Admissions and Release
Committee) or to any other problem.
-If the parents raise an issue, the steps outlined be]ow
will be followed.
STEP 2: The parents dxscuss the problem with their comm1ttee and/or
committee chairperson. . '
-The Admissions and Release Committee is designed to handle
these problems,
-If possible, the problem is solved by the committee
(END OF PROCESS). ’

STEP 3:

The parents'or the school may request an administrative re-

view in the district with the Admin1strat1ve Admissions and

Release Committee (AARC).:

-The district-wide committee is designed to review problems
that cannot be resolved in the school-based committees.

-The parents should contact the director of special education
in the school district (the committee cha1rperson) to ask _
for the review. 4 =

-The parents may dlso tell the super1ntendent of the dis-
trict, (a committee member) that there is a problem to be
discussed. .

-If possible, the problem is solved by the AARC (END OF 8
PROCESS). Th

-NOTE: The parents may omit this step and directly ask for

a hearing outside the school district, .

- s




IMPARTIAL DUE PROCESS HEARING h

" AND APPEAL CHECKLIST
OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL DISTRICT 3

.STEP 1:" The parents or the district may request an impartial hear-
1ng4ponducted by a hear1ng off1cer

-The hegring officer is tra1ned by the Bureau of Education’
for Excéptional Children, Kentucky Department of Educa-
tion, and is not associated with the school district.

-The parents and the school have specific rights related

‘ to the hearing.
» -The parents must submit their request for a hearing in

writing to: 2

Assistant Superintendent
o Bureau of Education for Exceptienal -Children
RN - 8th Floor, Capital Plaza Tower
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

-The hearing officer makes a decision on the case.
-If possible, the problem is reso]ved by the 1mpart1a1
hear1ng (END OF PROCESS)

STEP 2: The parents or the d1str1ct may appeal the hearing decision
to the Exceptional Children Appeals Board. .

-This Board is the final review point within the educa-
tional system N
-The parents must submit their appeal in writing to:

Exceptiona] Children Appeals Board
Kentucky Department of Education
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

-If possible, the problem is resolved by the Appeals Board
| ’ : « (END OF PROCESS).

STEP 3: The parents may bring a civil action suit.

Tund © -
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Yoo APPENDIX C

GLOSSARY OF TERMS YOU SHOULD KNOW
< i ' b Lo ‘ .
We realize that there seems to be more and more words, educational
terms, and initials that parents must know so they can communicate
with schools and other agencies. This glossary of often-used terms

has been created to help you in helping to educate your handicapped
child. o .

Admissions’and Release Committee -~ The group of people who review _

evaluation information, develop an individual education program (IEP) _
. and determine appropriate placement for children, referred as possible

candidates for special education and related services,

A. School-Based Admissions and Release Committee (SBARC) -
A committee in the school responsible for serving students
currently enrolled in a particular local school in the
local school district, Each local school should have a
SBARC, This committee usually consists of the principal’
as chairperson, referring teather, special education teacher,
parent(s) of child, persons responsible for providing
evaluation information, and other consulting members as
needed, including persons that the parents or district
choose, . . - ,

B. Administrative Admissions and Release Committee (AARC) -
A committee that is responsible for making decisions about
children referred for special education from outside the
schooT district. This committee also'reviews those cases
that a SBARC can't make decisions about or when there is =
disagreement with the SBARC reaommendations. The committee
usually has the Director of Special Education as chairperson,
the school district superintendent or designee, principal
and teacher of the referred child, instructional supervisor,
parent(s) of referred child, persons providing evaluation

- information, and other people that the school or parents

want.

-

.
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- . ) ' BEEC -~ Bureau of Educat1on for Exceptiona] Children, Kentucky
y ‘ - Department of Education, Frankfort, Kentucky, The state govern-
. ' ‘ ment agency responsible for special education in Kentucky. .

Child Find -- Activities that the state and local school districts
do to find hand1capped children who are not receiving an educat1on

or who are not receiving an appropr1ate educat1on

-
Prlit

Confidentiality -- A set of procedures (rules) to protect the privacy
of school records. These procedures relate to collecting, keeping,
showing, usingiand/or destroying any personally identifiable ,infor-
mation on any ch11d in the local school district. -

: Consent Agreement -- A court order signed in Kentucky in 1974 on
behalf of exceptional children. The Consent Agreement established,
for compulsory schoot~age exceptional children, the-right to appro-
. o priate educational opportunities accord1ng to the1r needs and

- capabi]ities.

Due Process -- A series of steps which assures the right of the
parent and child to be fully informed and included in any decisions
. . which affect the child's education.. In this tase, Due Process is a
s . legal term which means that rules, steps, or procedures have been
made to protect the rights of handicapped children and their parents.
. These steps are supposed to make sure that parents and their children
" . get all the information they need and can take part in any decisions 2
- - about the child's education=

2

- . Evaluation -~ Procedures used to find out whether a child is handi- ’
' capped and to find out the kinds of special education 'and related ; <

services that the child needs. The term means -those procedures used
with an individual child and does not mean the routine tests given
to or procedures used with all children in a schoo] grade or class
, (for example, weekly spelling tests).

Free Appropriate Public Education -- Under Pub11c Law 94142, the

term means specfal education and related services at tie preschoo],
elementary or secondary level, in accordgce with: the individual 4
education program for an exceptional chi}d. Thesé™ serviges must be -
provided at no cost to the payents and vided in a way which meets

- state and federal requirements.
» - .
. . % %
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Handicapped Children -- As defined by Public Law 94 =142,

"Handicapped Children" means those thildren eva]uated as being\

.mentally retarded, hard of hearing, deaf, speech impaired,

visually handicapped, seriously emotionally disturbed,
orthopedically impaired, other health impaired, deaf-blind,
multi-handicapped, or as having sgecific.learning disabilities,

. who because of those impairments Need special education and

related services. Kentucky uses t erm "exceptional s
chi]dren" to refer to handicapped children. '

Ident1f1cat1on -~ Steps taken to refer a child to find out if

special education is needed, (See also Evaluation)

Impartial Hearing -- A due process procedure for resolving

differences between two parties (usually the parent(s) and the
local school district). This procedure applies to any proposal
or refusal to initiate or change the identification, evaluation,
or educational placement or the provision of a fyee appropriate
public education for a handicapped child. A heZ§ing may be
requested by the parents or the school system involved.

Individual Education Plan (IEP) -- A written statement for each

handicapped child developed by the Admissions apd Release

Committee which includes: -

. your child's present level of educational performance
(what your child can and cannot do),

. goals and objectives for your child for the year (what
your)chi]d is going to e working on during the coming
year),

the specificcspecial education and related services to
be provided to your child to meet those goals and ‘
objectives (what the school is going to do to make
sure your child gets what he or she needs),

. when services will start and how long they will last,

. the extent to which your child will participate
' in the regular education program' (how much your child
wilf be-in school classes and activities with
children who are not handicapped),

P
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.. appropriate ways to eck the prog s your
child makes on the goa]s and objectives {how

* the school will find out if your child is or
is not doing okay and how this will be r
measured), ’

‘5( N . @ schedule for deciding, at least once a year,
x , whether the goals and obJectzves are being

met (when the school {s going to check on
. fyour child's progress). ,

— . "KAR -- Kentucky Administrative Regulations (e.g, 707 KAR 1’051)
when approved by the State Board of Education, these have the
weight of the law., The KAR's give rules for carrying out the
law. ' .

KRS -- Kentucky Revised Statute (e.g. KRS 157.200) -- Kentucky Law.
Least Restrictive Environment -~ As defined by P.L, 94-142,

the state and local school districts must demonstrate that they
have established:

."procedures to assure that, to the maximum extent
appropriate, handicapped children, including children

in public or private institutions or other care facilities,
are educated with children-who are not handicapped, and
that special classes, separate schooling, or other

removal of handicapped children from the regular
"educational enviromment occurs only‘when the nature-or
severity of the handicap is such that education in

regu]ar classes with the use of supplementary aids and
services cannot bg achievéd satisfactorily."

This means that as much as possible, a handicapped child
must be educated with children who are not handicapped. At
the same. time the handicapped child must receive the services
he or she needs. Many times, a handicapped child can-be in
the regular education program and be getting some special
services or equipment part or all of the time. Sometimes a
special class -or separate school may be' the best place for a
handicapped child to get an educat1on.

Native ngguage ~- The language-normally used by the child or
the child's parents. | This may include foreign languages, sign

language, etc. ‘ !

-
P




s

Non-biased Evaluation -- See ﬁbn-discriﬁ?igtory testing

- Non-discriminatory testing -- Rules to make sure that testing and
evaluation materials and methods used for evaluation and placemen
of handicapped-children will be chosen and given so they are not
racially or culturally discriminatory. The materials or procedures
must be used and given in the child's native language or mode of
communication, unless it clearly is not feasible to do so. No

- , one test or procedure can be used alone to determine an appropriate

- educational program for a child. ;

OSE -- Office of. Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, U.S.
. Department of Education (formerly Bureau of Education for the

Hand1ca9ped (BEH))Z‘washington, D.C. The federal government agency

fesponsible for special education in the United States. .

PRI

Placement -- The classroom/program chosen to meet the unique needs
of a handicapped child. ’ )

, ' Procedural Safeguards -- The methods specified by law to protect an
individual's civil rights. '

Public Law: 94-142 ~- The Education for A11 Handicapped Children Act,
signed into law on November 28, 1975. It is designed to make sure
that handicapped children have-available to them a free, appropriate
public education which empha§2zed special education and Yelated
services designed to meet their unique needs. It also is supposed

to make sure that children and parents' rights are protected. It is
also supposed to help states and local agencies a effect-
iveness of efforts.

-~ Referral -- This is the first step for fipfling out if a child is =
y handicapped and needs special education./ A person who thinks a child =
may have special needs gives a written fequest for services to the
chairperson of.-an Administration and Release committee. The referral

_ form may be obtained from any local school and then returned to that
. b§§h001,
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Re]ated Services -- As defined by Pub11c.Law 94-142, llre]ated

Yservices™ means transportat1on and such developmental, corrective,

and other supportive services as are needed to help a handicapped °

child benefit from special education. It includes speech therapy

and aud1o]ogy, psychological services, physical and occupational

therapy, recreation, early 1dent1f1cat1on and assessment of.dis-

abilities in children, counseling services, and medical services .
for d1agnost1c or evaluation purposes. It also includes school -
health services, social work services in schools, and parent :
“counseling and training.

Section 504 -~ Section 504 is a basic civil r1ghts prov1s1on that’
deals with ending discrimination against America's handicapped
citizens, Section 504 is a part of Public Law 93-112, the
Rehabilitation Act Amendments of 1973. Though Sect1on 504 is not
long in words, its meaning is very important. The law reads:

No otherwise qualified handicapped individual in the

United States shall, solély by reason_ of his handicap,
 be excluded from the parfyicipation in} be denied the ¢ N
. benefits of, or be subjefted to discrimination under

any program or activity/receiving Federa] financial

assistance (Section 504:84A). ,

Spec1a1 Educat1on -~ As defined in Public Law 94-142, the term

Tispecial education" means spec1a11y designed 1nstruct1on at no

cost.to the parent, to meet the unique needs of a handlcapped \
child. This may include classroom instruction, instruction in

physical education, home instruction, and instruction in

hospitals and institutions.

is the parent of a handicapped child in regard to the child's
- educational program to make sure that the rights of the child
y are protected. This happens in cases where 'the child's parents
or guardian are not known or are unavailable, or when the child
is a ward of the state. Surrogate parents are appointed and
trained by the State Department of Education. They have no
conflict of interest, are qualified to represent the child and
are not employed by any public agency involved in the education
or care of the child. ) -

. Surrogate Parent ~- A person who is ass1gned to act as if he/she //,,

=
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40 MATERIALS FOR PARENTS R
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D f Education for EXceptional Children, Kentucky Department
B has developed several types of materials to help parents
capped children. The, purpose of these materials is to help
parents under'stand their rights under state and federal law and to
help them use services avai]abTe to handicapped children.

This booklet is part of a series of five parent booklets. The five
booklets are:
0 % ”
A Parent's Guide to Your Child's Education.

A Parént's Guide to.Your Child's Records

A Parent's Guide to the Specialists Who Help Your
. Child. ‘ , ¢

A Parent's Guide to Developing Community Support for the
Education of Handicapped Chi]dren

A Parent's Guide to Community Resources for Your Handicapped
- Ch11d ’

-

Many other materials are also available. These include:

Materials for use in parentﬂi%aining -- These contain the

materials needed for presenting two or more sessions on

different s of interest to parents of handicapped

children. materials include a list of activities, :

suggested agendas and time frames for use of the materials, '

sample scripts outlining the content and direcggggs for
3

activities, master for transparencies and hand and y
bibliographic information for supplementary-matéfials,
- ~ references and reipurces N

A Parent's Guide to Public Education for the Hand1capped -
- - .This brochure (16 p.) briefly outlines the major provisions
. of Public Law 94-142. .

Print and audio-visual materials -- Information is avad]ab]e
on the commercial publishers who have materials for use
with parents and how to obtain these materials.

#

LA ' State and federal laws and regulations -- Copies of the laws
:;;;3 and regulations that affect the education of handicapped

children are available.

»

For more information about-these materials, contact:

Bureau of Education for Exceptional Ghildren . -
.Capital Plaza Tower, 8th Floor . .
"-Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 52;




